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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
'The most important intelligence agent in the history of the Irish State'
By Sugafoot
Sean O'Callaghan although born in Tralee County Kerry in the Republic of Ireland was destined from the
crib to be an IRA member like his father. He joined at age 15 in 1969 motivated to do so because he wanted
to protect Catholics in the north from pogroms. But after coming to the realization that many IRA members
were sectarian and after growing disillusioned with what he came to view as senseless violence. He
volunteered his services as an informant to the Irish police, for which he took not one pence in monetary
reward. While undercover he rose to become the highest ranking IRA officer in the Republic. His memoir
gives the reader a bird's eye insider's view of how the highest echelons of the IRA and Sinn Feinn function
and is full of personality assessments and illuminating anecdotes about it's ruling oligarchy.

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Missed its mark
By A Customer
This book tackles a huge subject with much honesty. Sean O'Callaghan puts his hands up and freely admits
that he was seduced by and participated in militant republicanism and fought for his fellow countrymen with
zeal. This is not unusual and many writers and commentators have described this real experience very well in
the past.
Sean O'Callaghan stands out as a fairly unique subject in being a high level operative who has completely
repudiated the philosophy of the IRA. The critical stage of realisation and crystallisation of his personal
morality lack description. Whilst we take one view on O'Callaghan's actions as a person, his power as a
writer is lacking and he missed a golden opportunity to describe the mental anguish leading to resolve that he
must have experienced. A few notes on emotions here and there don't do justice to the tumultuous experience
he has absorbed. Perhaps O'Callaghan isn't too bothered - after all his mission is clearly stated as damage
maximisation to the IRA. However, given his literary ambitions, he might have spent more time on



describing himself rather than listing activities which we can't really absorb en masse.
Whatever one's politics, O'Callaghan's courage is assured. The book is a necessary read in understanding the
development through the 1980's of Irish politics. However, O'Callaghan's direction is inflexible where Sinn
Fein's was dynamic. O'Callaghan's resolve to fight the IRA and its political group does not consider their
move toward a peace strategy to have any merit and to be a cynical exercise. It is his account, of course, and
his opinion, but it is certainly out of step with the rest of the world. Progress has been made.
Overall, the book promises more than it delivers. It reads as a historical narrative rather than an exploration
of a personal journey. When an experienced writer produces a biography, I'll buy that.

3 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Nice to read
By Mr. D. J. Walford
This book is about Sean O'Callaghan's life as a member of the IRA and his subsequent life as an informer for
the Irish gardai. Good to read and interesting as it gives a good insight into his life from when he was a small
boy. At first, I thought this would be similar to Martin McGartland's books, however, it is not. O'Callaghan
gives a little insight into several issues surrounding the conflict between the IRA and the British and Irish
forces. At one stage whilst talking about his youth he explains the link between Irish Catholicism and Irish
Nationalism which highlights how much of a fraud the Irish Catholic Church really is.
O'Callaghan's book is a good read but not if you are more interested in the politics and issues of the Northern
Irish Troubles. This book is mainly about the terrorist operations he helped to execute and later to prevent. It
also gives solid evidence that Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness were leading members of the Irish
Republican Army before they became politicians with Sinn Fein.
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balanced.
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